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1) Hampton Beach Fire—February, 2010
&l Firefighters in New Hampshire battled a five-aldira last night that started at

the Surf Hotel in Hampton Beach.

The blaze spread and tore through fficare buildings before firefighters wer|
able to bring it under control.

The Hampton Beach area draws a crasgdyesummer and tourism is an
integral part of the region’s economy. Keep readmfind out more about the extent|of
the damage.

The fire started just after midnightlaspread quickly with the help of whip-
ping 60 mph winds. Many of the buildings that [lHampton Beach’s oceanfront strip
were built with wood frames, very close to eacteotiwhich aided the spread of the
inferno.
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A total of 125 firefighters from thretates appeared on the scene to subdup the
blaze. They initially attacked the fire from theiithe, but eventually had to retreat
| HS8% outside because of the intensity of the flamesyy@éands, and the age of the buildinp.

Within an hour, the fire destroyedefivuildings, including the hotel, an arcafle,
and other seasonal businesses.

The cause is still unknown at thisnpobut firefighters were responding to
other storm-related emergencies earlier in theiagen

According to the fire department, theck has been wiped out by fire a couple
times in the past hundred years.
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Credibility Questioned In Initial 9/11 Health Trial s

An Associated Press investigation found that séwérhe initial 30 suits contain suspicious claims
By David B. Caruso

NEW YORK — As the first cases in a massive battlerallnesses linked to 9/11 near trial, an Ass@daPress
investigation has found that several of the inB@lsuits contain inconsistent or exaggerated slabout how
the workers got sick or how much time they spemfratind zero.

One demolition worker who said he deped health problems after toiling for six monthshe toxic
ruins of the World Trade Center has actually bemmely ill since the 1990s. In a previous medialpractice
case, he said he was so sick between 2000 andi2803e couldn't work regularly. He never mentioB&blL
during his testimony in that lawsuit.

Lawyers for a police officer from noetn New Jersey who died in 2006 claimed in a dilurg that he
spent nearly 300 days handling debris at grounal, it his work records indicate that his actuaktiand duties
related to 9/11 were far more limited. During themtis the lawyers said the man worked at grouna, er was
recording full-time shifts in Cresskill, N.J.

Another police officer who was listeg her lawyers as having lung cancer, doesn't baweer at all.
Her actual illness involves something akin to clic@sthma. She insists her lawyers were mistaken.

The three cases are among the 30tiflsiwhose suits are being considered for Mayldr@ver the city'y
culpability for chronic illnesses caused by expediorcontaminated dust in the months after the. 34p2001
terrorist attacks.

Those cases are among the thousdadfier the health of ground zero workers, buy theve an
outsized importance.

Of the more than 9,000 legal clainedfiagainst New York City, about 60 have gotterselscrutiny by
the court. Of those, 30 are now being considerezhadidates for trials in May. U.S. District Judgein
Hellerstein, who is overseeing the case, sayggtioap will ultimately be reduced to 12, for thesfiset of trials.

Hellerstein has said he hopes thasalitrials will serve as a road map to settlenseior the many othg
claims by rescue and recovery workers who say gloégick after the city failed to protect them frpwisonous
trade center ash. More than $1 billion in damages stake.

Lawyers for the workers whose caseew&amined by the AP declined to discuss themsaidtthe
trials will show unequivocally that workers exposedhe dust weren't given proper equipment, aral r@sult
are now sick.

"These are cops and firemen and coctsbtn workers who were there for the city," sdithraney David
Worby, who would not answer specific questions alvoel cases uncovered by AP. "There is no question
anymore about whether they were sick, and howtkiek are. There are tens of thousands of peopleango
sick. Not all are severely ill, but many of thene &r

Evaluating the merits of even the t®ses selected for trial is difficult, due to medirivacy rules, a
lack of detail in public court filings and a reflusg both legal teams to discuss details of th&ssui

Yet, a few stand out.

Take the case of Vincent Brigantithie lawsuit he filed against the city in 2005, B@eyear-old said hé
put in 75 days supervising demolition crews at gobmero, then developed ailments including shostioés
breath, vocal cord problems, skin problems and afldx disease. He blamed all of those problemtherirade
center dust.

But records obtained by the AP shoat this isn't the first time Briganti has sued olisrpoor health.
In August, 2001 — one month before the terroritickis — he filed a medical malpractice lawsuit imeh he
claimed to be so ill with complications of Crohdisease, an incurable gastrointestinal disordat,hité couldn't
work regularly.

Take the case of Vincent Brigantithie lawsuit he filed against the city in 2005, B@eyear-old said hé
put in 75 days supervising demolition crews at gobmero, then developed ailments including shostioés
breath, vocal cord problems, skin problems and @fldx disease. He blamed all of those problemtherirade
center dust.

=

A1

\14




1 +" -

But records obtained by the AP show that this theftfirst time Briganti has sued over his poorithea

In August, 2001 — one month before térrorist attacks — he filed a medical malpractawsuit in
which he claimed to be so ill with complications@iohn's disease, an incurable gastrointestinatdis, that
he couldn't work regularly.

Briganti testified that improper tient of the illness had left him in such pain thathad trouble
pushing a vacuum, carrying bags of laundry, or egmamding time with his daughter.

"l am just not up to it. | feel naoss, | get sick. | am weak," he told the jury iattbase.

He needed repeat surgeries for fistahd an abdominal abscess beginning in the n8@isl#nd, his
lawyers in the medical malpractice case wrote fitiatveeks in early 2002, he was too ill even toséehis
Staten Island home.

When questioned about his healtheangdloyment during a 2003 trial, which he lost, Brig didn't say
anything about having worked at ground zero. Bufidereveal that he was taking a powerful medicatigth
side effects that can include shortness of brea#ipiratory infections and skin problems.

There also are contradictions indbert filings submitted on behalf of Sgt. MichaéL@ughlin, a
police officer in Cresskill, N.J., who was diagndseth advanced stage colon cancer in early 20@3dsed in
2006. There is no question that in the years aftet, O'Loughlin frequently raised money for tradater
victims' groups, but other parts of his timeline ar doubt.

Lawyers for O'Loughlin's family iratly claimed that he put in 293 days as "a delaisaver and de-
contaminator" at ground zero. The papers listeddsworking an average of 12 hours per day bet\Beph
12, 2001 and July 7, 2002. They also said he wonkedireds of days at Fresh Kills, the Staten Islandfill
where the rubble was sifted for human remains.

But O'Loughlin's work records at theesskill Police Department show him working regulaifts
there, day after day, through all of those months.

While he was indeed assigned dutikged to 9/11 on 11 days in September and Octuft#2001, his
official responsibilities on at least five of thodays was to give a motorcycle escort to a furm@tession, no
sift rubble, the records show.

On Sept. 11, he guarded the Georgshiigton Bridge. On another occasion, his duty hsted as
escorting an ambulance. Another entry had his respility listed as "escort," without further exphtion.

Cresskill's records are incomplete don't say what O'Loughlin was doing on a fewisfiorkdays of
his days off. So it is possible that he did volant@ the "Bucket Brigade" that sifted rubble & Hite.

But based on the records, it appeaing unlikely — impossible — for him to have worked diligently
at both jobs during the same weeks and months.

O'Loughlin’'s widow didn't respondgioone calls, an e-mail or a letter, but former Ndwaolice Lt.
Jim O'Connor, who employed O'Loughlin at his privatvestigation firm, told the AP in an e-mail thet was
sure his friend was there.

"He told me he had worked ground Ze@Connor said. "He described the same horrfanges that
only a person who was there would remember ... Mdfigers responded and worked the pile and it meger
documented.”

In a third case examined by the AP, New York PaBge Dawn Sorrento, 43, said she was healthy
entire life before her service at ground zero,Hmw carries an inhaler to treat episodes of wheeaird short-
ness of breath that flare up when she has to beestlf, or when it is cold outside.

"I'm having trouble breathing on alyhasis," she told the AP in a phone intervielf’l 'have to run
after a perp, I'm going to need an oxygen tent."

In her initial legal complaint, she described hieess accurately. But her lawyers claimed in a
subsequent court filing that she also suffered flamg cancer.

"l noticed that was written on ondlod papers they sent me and | made correctiondiki This is
incorrect. | don't have lung cancer,” Sorrentol@xged during a recent deposition contained incihart file.
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"l got a package of papers that s&idd lung cancer. | was like, 'Whoa, that's newsrfe, hold on.' And
| corrected it and | sent it back.”

Sorrento, who said the correct infaiorahas been provided to the court, is confidbat if her case
goes to trial, jurors will see the truth and do tigt thing.

"I might not be in the hospital as tmas other people. | know there are people who baree out of thig

in a box," she said. "But | never smoked, I've malane drugs, I've been physically active my whiéée and all
of a sudden, | now can't breathe... | shouldn'ehauive like that.”

The lead counsel for the plaintiffauPNapoli, did not respond to several requestatffmrmation about
Briganti, O'Loughlin, Sorrento or the others witkalth claims against the city.

Some plaintiffs have turned reluc@asthe cases have moved forward. For example,fdhe 80 asked
out of the case completely, for unspecified persmasons.

Also, New York Police Sgt. James Camntisted his only exposure as taking place in 8618002, when
he worked six days at the Fresh Kills landfill. Tdvdy illness listed in his case are chronic hehdadhat began
in 2006. Though his wife, Cantore declined to derwiewed by the AP and reluctant to appear foodejons.
He finally sat down with lawyers for the city irtéaJanuary only after the judge threatened to havearrested.

Clearly, some of the plaintiffs araggly ill — or worse. Firefighter Raymond Haubeérdiof esophag-
eal cancer at age 47 after putting in at leaste&§@ @n the smoking rubble pile.

Fire Lt. Martin Fullam needed a lungnisplant after doctors diagnosed him with polyntigysan auto-
immune disease that led to pulmonary fibrosis.

The majority describe symptoms simitaasthma, with recurrent wheezing, shortnessesdth and sinu
problems.

Studies have shown elevated levetsrmfs and lung problems among rescue and recovakevs. Of
the people exposed to the dust, 1 in 10 develogimina within six years of the attacks, about tripke national
rate. Firefighters have experienced unusual lavesarcoidosis, an inflammatory disease that adféde lungs.

Research has also shown that tradercessponders suffer from high rates of post-traticrstress
disorder and doctors have been investigating edeMatels of acid reflux disease.

Some lawmakers have proposed legisidtiat would reopen the federal 9/11 victim congagion fund
to cover people with health claims. They have askeds much as $12 billion for the sick.

The legal team representing New Y ity @nd the contractors who carried out the detanisoval effort
have argued that many claims contain incorreckaggerated information.

Another defendant, the Port AuthodfyNew York and New Jersey, said in a court filthgt many
plaintiffs, in addition to detailing claims of dustlated ailments, also have listed everything \grath their
health, regardless of whether there is any lin@/id. exposure.

The detailed medical and work recarésded to confirm victim iliness were largely uritake to the
court last year when it selected the 30 candidatesarly trial consideration.

Instead, it chose plaintiffs basedtwir responses to a 360-question survey aboutheaith and work
history, the results of which were compiled andkeghby iliness severity. Of the 30, a third weresed by the
court, a third by the defense team and a thirchbyplaintiffs. The cases of Briganti, O'Loughlirde®orrento
were selected by the judge.

Hellerstein has commented on thediffy of managing the case, he noted involved fifésrwith 387
diseases "ranging from the most life threateningpéomerely irritating." He said on Jan. 21 thatvwaild likely
order all trial plaintiffs to undergo an indepentieredical evaluation

Even having trials for only the most severely dutdd mean hundreds of trials, but the judge refbcte
lumping them together as a class action becauggahwiffs were each exposed to different toxinsler
different circumstances.

Hellerstein also has pushed hard etdement that would avoid trials altogetheraAtearing Jan. 21 |
said the two sides had been in intensive talkspatih he noted that the negotiations had been éoetgd.
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First responder - boarding, 02, stretcher drils thmonth.
Rodney's house - DEP checking on floor may be &sbes
Need to get brush tanker ready for brush season.
Radio talk - only officers talk to Shelburne Coitrden
going to scene or station.

Safety gear- wear all your gear - gloves, hoodkplgots,
and goggles at all fires.

No private cars at medical calls. Must go to statio

Any questions call Gary Dion.

Massachusetts
Fire District Map

Means #
il
VOLUNTEER
Departments

ATTENTION

Don’t forget!
Daylight Savings
begins March
14th! So
SPRINGahead
those clocks!

B Our Team
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March is Women’s History

Month!

Check out

www.womenshistorymonth.gov
and read about some of the amazi
women who helped shape our

country and the world!

A Look Ahead at April's
ng Newsletter ~




